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vears after. Joseph R. Verie, in January, 1881, who is now
at Worcester Academy, preparing himself for the ministry.

The Quidnesset church sinee its organization has only been
a trifle over two years without a pastor. It never has had a
church debt. It has never received outside aid. On the
other hand, it has eontributed to a wore or less extent to
send the gospel of Christ to other parts of the State and
world. It has expended, during the forty-three years of its
history, on the home field not far from twenty-five thonsand
dollars. The amount it has contriluted to outside work is
nnknown, but during the last five years these eontributious
exceed eight hundred dollavs.

SAMUEL HUBBARD,

CONTRIBUTED BY REV. THOMAS BARBER, WESTERLY, R, L

@HE early settlers of Rhode lsland were the unflinching
) advocates of Religions Liberty. “Thrice burned in
> the furnace of afllietion,” their colony shone more re-
% splendent in the constellation of States than all be-
side. Indeed, Rhode Island was the “ Lone Star™ in
the benighted cause of religious emancipation ; and if wise
men sought her light, it was because the rays of her glory
were the gleams of “ Hope,” for the future liberties of man.
Unmarred amid the shower of insulting missiles from her sis-
ter colonies, unterrified by their hostile encroachments, with
hor eye fixed on the steady light of truth, her course was on-
ward ; and now the guiding star of our fathers has become
as the sun, fo shed the broad*beams of religious freedom over
the whole earth.

[t was an important era in the history of the world when
the settlers of Rhode Tsland hegan their work ; and few were
fonund to participate in their labors, or incur the dangers of
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the course they were led to pursue in their zeal for a better
state of things, 'Their lives were therefors the more worthy
of being cherished in the memories of their deseendants, and
of all lovers of freedom throughont the world. There were
some whose modesty or peculiar avoeations, caused their
names to he left in eomparative obseurity, who were never-
theless active in the support of the cause of truth and liberty,
and who were not a whit behind the foremost of the worthy
men whose names Ggore largely on the page of history.
Among such was the subject of the present sketch.

Samuel Hoblard was born in Epgland, in the year 1610,
and ab the age of twenty-three years he embarked with a
compauy of adventurers for the shores of New England,
where he arrived thirteen years after the landing of the Orst
company of the “ glorions Pilgrims of Plymouth.” At Salem
he became acquainted with the celebrated [ounder of the col-
ony of Rhode Island, who came over three years hofare hin,
which ripened into a life long friendslip of the closest kind.
On the 15th of Octolier, 1655, hie in company with ahout one
lhundred men, women and childron started for the Conneetiont
River, where land was wore fertile and plenty, and as they
marehied slowly along, they made the wilderness to resomnd
with their songs of praise, the Indians following, aud looking
on in silent admiration, Hre they reached the place of their
destination, winter came on, and their sufforings hecame so
intense that some died from waut of lile’s comforts and
many retuened by water to Boston, till the next spring.  But
My. Hubbard was of the nuraber of those who remained at
Windsor duving the long, tedious winler, subsisting upon
acorns, malt, and such other grains as he could procure of the
wavage and warlike tribe of Indians around, Snch were the
cireumstanees under which Mrs Hubbard began an eventful
caveer.  Bub there was one whose acquaintanee he had made
in the journey who was caleolated to cheer him under all
these difficultics. This person was a young wowman [rom
Dorchester, Mass., & member of one of the families belong-
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ing to the company and a wember of the church at Dorches-
ter. They were married soon after their arrival. They were
not long in learning that sufferings were caleulated to render
them mutually dear to each other and lighten the burden of
hardships and cheer the path of duty. The church at Weath-
ersfield, of wlhich he was a constituent member, was without
u setfled pastor, and contention, animosity and sfrife crept in
and so affected some outside, evengthat {hey concluded to
move to other parts. Accordingly, in May, 1639, a small
company of them went to Springfield, Mass., and he was
of the five men who formed the first chureh in that place.
But. Mr. Hnhbard's repose was of short duration, for in 1642,
a dispnte arose between Magsachusetts and Connecticuf rela-
tive to Springfield, both claiming the territory, and the con-
troversy regarding boundary terminating in favor of Mass-
achusetts, she commenced a system of persecution against
all who dissented in any way from the Puritan ereed. Tlis
alfected Mr. ublard, as he and wile had become Baptists,
and now were oliliged to move from their home and seek a
new residence to escape the laws of Massuchusetts, which
had been passed against Ans-Baptists, the penalby of hanigh-
ment leing exccented against them for adherence to their
principles.  Therefore in 1647 Mr. Hubbard removed to
Faivfield. But a change had, in the meantime, taken place
in Connecticut, and new laws prevented him from enjoying
likerty of conscience there. In his journal he says that God
st Ted his wife to embrace Baptist principles, and that she
wag twice brought liefore ihe public to answer to them, and
wa both were threstened with imprisonment in the Hartford
jail if we did not renounce or remove, when he says that
Seripture eame into our minds, “ If they persecute yon in one
place, flee to another.” Mr. Hulibard, therefore, satisfied of
his duty, deterinined {0 leave the colony of his adoption and
remove to some other part of the country., He consequently
went to Newporl, R. [, and lecame a member of the First
Baptist Church, under the care of Dr. Clavk, Nov. 4. 1645,
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urganized in 1644, being the second Baptist Churel in Awer-
ica. It contained at the time he joined but fifteen members,
including the pastor. The names of the male members have
been preserved by Mr. Hubbard, and are as follows

Josaph Clark, Leading FEider.

Mark Luther, Jogeph Clark,
Nathaniel West, John Peckham,
W, Vahan, 4 Jolinr Thornton.
Thomas Clarlk. Win. Weeden,

samuel Hubbard.

Mr. Hubbard continued his conuection with thiz church for
wmore than twenty years, during which time he wag an active
and devoled Christian. He wrote many letters,’and his eor-
regpondence extended to the most of the distinguished men
of his day, hoth in Europe and America. Several hundred
of hig letters were cavefully copied into a journal, which con-
tained ulgo a history of all the principal events of the colon-
ies from 1641, to the time of his death, a period of aboul
forty-seven years, From this journal Mr, Dackus acknowl-
edges having obtained much of the information contained in
his history of the Baptists in New England. He also acknowl-
edges his obligation to Mr. William Huoblard (brother probably
of Samuel), a minister of the Congregational Cliurch, who
wrote the history of the Tndian wars, ete.  Mr. Hubbard took
an active park with the Baptists of Rhode 1sland and Provi-
dence in the conflicts which ensued with Massachusetts, in
relation to the persecuted Baptists, and when the storm of
perseention was Tarsting upon them in all its fury, he was
chosen mnd rent to Boston to plead the cause of the innocent
and afflicted. Few men, probably, did more in that day to
promote sound religions views and consistent Seripture prac-
tice. e was a zealons, hard worker for the truth of God,
and aided in the organization of a number of churches, the
last of which was the first Seventh Day Baptist Church at
Newport, B. L, formed December, 1671, Though he lived in
an age of great trials und difficulties, yet he bore all the hard-



Digposition of Lond in Westerly. 101

ships with a becoming fortitude and at last laid down his head
upon the bed of death withont doubting the promises of Him
he had all his long life endeavored to serve. He passed to
spirit life in 1689, in his 79th year, leaving Tacy, his compan-
ion, to walk alone in her old age for a few years longer.

The Bev. Samuel Hubbard had children by his wife Tacy :

1. Samuel, who died. Age 21 years. His only son.

2, Bethial, who m, Joseph Clarke, Jun. Had large family in
Westerly.

3. Rothy who m. Robert Burdick.

4. Rachel, who m. Audrew Langworthy. Had large family
in Newport.—Backus.

Mrs. Tacy Hubbard died about 1697. It is not known defi-
vilely where Elder Samuel and hig wife are buried.—7th Day
Mem., Vol. 1, page 157.

Massachusetts Orders for the Dispogition of Land in
Westerly and vicinity.

CONTRIBUTED TY HON, RICHARD A. WHEELER; STONINGTON, CONN,

1.

The whole Conrt mett together 15th May, 1657,

In ang" to the mocon of Major Lymon Willard and Capt.
Daniell Gookin, in reference to theive publick service donne,
the Court doth graunt them five hundred acres of laud a piece,
not p judicing former grants.— Mass, Ree. page 504, Vol. 4,
Part 1.

2.
Att a Generall Court held at Boston 14th Ogct,, 1657,

It i8 ordered that the five bundred acres of land, granted
the last segsion of this Courte to Captaine Daniel Gookin be
layd vul in some convenient place on the eastermost side of



